
British family in Bulgaria have limited time to raise 
€38,000 for dog Shelter— Please help 

For more information: 

For the last 2 years we have been trying to raise 

enough money for a dog shelter to save the many 

dogs in the Rudozem area.  We have made numer-

ous appeals to the mayor and the municipality but 

have been told that they cannot help.  Just recently 

we have been looking for plots of land that might be 

suitable. 

  

Earlier this month we went to at a plot of land with 

an existing building.   Although the building would 

need some work, it would be ideal spot for the shel-

ter/clinic.  The land is about a 20 min drive from 

Rudozem and is not in a residential area.  We were told the owners want 75,000 leva for it 

which works out at 38,000 euros.  We only have a few months to raise this before the 

owner decides to sell to someone else. 

 

Currently we are working from our own family home and have up to 60 dogs and 6 cats.  

We have had complaints from locals in the past year about the noise from the dogs. There 

is the constant worry that we can be asked to get rid of the dogs at any time, due to the fact 

we are in a residential house.  

 

The Dog Isolator in the area have every right to 

come into our house and take our dogs from us and 

this is the last thing we would want to have happen 

- as the Dog Isolators are places of torture. 

  

We desperately need to raise the money to pur-

chase the land / building before this happens. If we 

can get the above proposed site, it will save us a lot 

of money in the long run, as we won't have to get 

planning permission and build from scratch.    Any 

land or buildings purchased will be purchased 

through the registered foundation (Rudozem Street Dog Rescue) and will be registered in 

the foundations name. We need this shelter / clinic so we are able to help more dogs and 

start a neuter / spay scheme with volunteer vets.  Please can you help us to make this possible by going to the donate page on our 

website.  As at the 27th October 2010, we have raised €14,115.31, so we are nearly halfway but we still have a long way to go.  

Please help us to help them.  There are so many more dogs out there on the streets, and are dying in the cold winter months.   

Please also tell your local media about RSDR and the need for our shelter . 

Contact:   Anita Parsons, RSDR Secretary 

Email:  streetdogrescue@gmail.com 

Website:  www.streetdogrescue.com 

 

Interviews with our founder Diane Rowles by phone, email or skype can also be arranged. 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
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British family in Bulgaria have limited time to raise 
€38,000 for dog Shelter — Please help 

For more information: 

In August 2007, the Rowles family - 
Diane and Tony Rowles and their  
4 children, 4 dogs and 2 cats decided 
to make the move to Bulgaria to have a 
more peaceful life from the busy life-
style in the UK.  The Rowles bought a 
family property in the outskirts of Ru-
dozem.  After living in Bulgaria for a 
few months, the family saw the plight of 
the street dogs and started feeding 
them and patting them.  They were 
shocked by the locals reactions and 
abuse towards the street dogs, and saw dogs spat on, kicked or had stones 
thrown at them.  They continued to feed the dogs on the streets when they could 

out of their own money.  In early 2008, their youngest son Luke, befriended a street dog named Ranger, and the dog started 
following him.  Ranger became the families first rescue dog when a man was trying to shoot him.   However, with the continuing 
street dogs needing to be fed on the streets, it was getting harder and harder not do do 
something, so the family decided in September 2008, that they would start a foundation 

to help rescue more street dogs and find them 
loving homes.     
Rudozem Street Dog Rescue (RSDR) officially 
become a registered foundation in March 2009.   
 
RSDR receive no grants or government support 
and rely heavily on individual donations.  The 
family have converted most of their family home, 
so they can look after the street dogs that need 
rescuing the most and have these dogs put up 
for adoption.    They have built pens in the 
backyard, and some of the dogs live in the fam-

ily home inside.  It is very crowded and they have limited space.   RSDR need to urgently 
raise enough funds to purchase land and build a shelter away from the town as a lot of 
neighbours and locals have started to complain about the noise that is being made from 
the family home.   RSDR's aim is to raise enough funds to purchase land and build a shelter to rescue as many street dogs in Ru-
dozem as they can and find them loving homes.  RSDR have had 94 dogs now adopted in Holland, Germany and for the first time 
in New York City.   RSDR also have the intention of sending blood tests to DEFRA registered labs to allow adoptions to the UK in 
the future.  Once the shelter is built, RSDR also want to start a sterilization programme with volunteer vets.  The shelter will also be 
used for dogs whose lives are in imminent danger through sickness or injury.  We realise we can not take all the dogs off the 
streets but this will reduce the numbers in the future.  Please visit our website and make a donation to help us help them. 
View a Short Video Documentary on Rudozem Street Dog Rescue at the following Link. 

Contact:   Anita Parsons, RSDR Secretary 

Email:  streetdogrescue@gmail.com 

Website:  www.streetdogrescue.com 

 

Interviews with our founder Diane Rowles by phone, email or skype can also be arranged. 

About Rudozem Street Dog Rescue and how it started. 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/apps/videos/videos/show/10044870-rudozem-street-dog-rescue-english-


British family in Bulgaria have limited time to raise 
€38,000 for dog Shelter — Please help 

For more information: 

Ranger was one of the many hungry and abused street dogs in Bul-
garia.  At some stage in his life, he had received a horrific head injury 
which has left him with an odd shaped skull and his face is paralysed 
down one side.  My youngest son, Luke would see him when he went to 
the town centre.  He told me about the dog and how he had been told 
by his friends that someone had caused the dogs head injury by hitting 
him over the head with a large stone.    The dog was very wary and 
would have nothing to do with people.  Luke was told to keep away 
from him in case he got bitten.  However he carried on talking to the 
dog and throwing him bits of food and before long, the dog was fol-
lowing him everywhere and waiting outside all night for him, sometimes 
in the pouring rain.   
 
We told Luke not to encourage him as there would be fighting with our 
other dogs but despite trying to send him away, he would not go.   
Neighbours were not happy about a street dog hanging about.  Many 
times, old ladies would beat him badly with large sticks, children would 

throw stones at him and shoot him with air rifles.  One day, children were being cruel to him and he turned and jumped at one of 
them.  Although she wasn’t bitten, the girl was shocked and her father came after Ranger with a shotgun, firing it at him outside 
the house while Liam and Luke were trying to get him in the garden.  The police then came to the house and we explained that he 
wasn’t our dog, he was a street dog, but if people weren’t cruel to him, there wasn’t a problem.  We were still told that if we 
didn’t keep him on a chain, we would have to take him to be put down.  We tried to keep him on a chain but because of his odd 
shaped head, he could slip a collar.   
 
One day he escaped for no longer than five minutes.  He had a run about with Liam and Luke trying to catch him then ran straight 
back.  He never bothered anyone.  Minutes later, I saw a man at the gate and went out to see what he wanted.  He started shout-
ing and waving a handgun at me . At this point I just wanted to be back in the UK where people couldn’t get away with such cru-
elty or wave a handgun at a woman. 
 
The police told us it would be best if Ranger was put to sleep.  As we had just recently moved there, we were slightly intimidated 
and never thought to question the legal rights of it all.  The police told my husband Tony to take the dog to a town 25kms away, 
meet the guy, pay him and Ranger would be put down.  Tony took Ranger to be put down.  We were all heartbroken, especially 
Luke who blamed himself for making friends with the dog in the first place.  Four nights later, I couldn’t sleep.  I kept thinking 
Ranger is somehow alive and trying to find his way back.  The next morning, there he was at the doorstep, hungry and exhausted.   
 
We realised after Ranger came back the whole thing wasn’t quite right and no way would we let him go again without a battle.   
We never found out what happened to him in those few days and didn’t pursue it.  My guess is that instead of putting him down , 
the guy sold him as a guard dog and he escaped.  Despite being locked up, Ranger came back to where he would be fed and 
cared for and to a young boy who probably showed him the first bit of kindness in his life.    

Contact:   Anita Parsons, RSDR Secretary 

Email:  streetdogrescue@gmail.com 

Website:  www.streetdogrescue.com 

 

Interviews with our founder Diane Rowles by phone, email or skype can also be arranged. 

First Rescue Dog—Ranger (2008) 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm

