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 Major fundraising 

campaign after offi-

cials threaten to close 

the shelter and send 

founder, Diane Rowles 

to prison if the shelter 

isn’t renovated and 

brought up to EU 

standards. 

 29th adoption trip. 

Three cats and eleven 

dogs go to their new 

homes 

 Gareth Duffin does an 

amazing 27 hour 

drumathon to raise 

funds for RSDR 

 Gareth is auctioning a 

T shirt signed by sigur 

Ross to raise funds for 

RSDR. 

 Many new arrivals. 

 Please visit the RSDR 

Auction fundraising 

page on Facebook. 

There are many lovely 

items which would 

make ideal gifts.  

 Diane meets UK team 
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(Rudozem Street Dog Rescue) 
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Eleven dogs and three cats left us earlier this month to begin their new 

lives with adopted families. Cats Shai and Misty went to Holland and 

Boris went to the UK. Dogs Rhuna, Poco and Goofy went to Holland 

and Darcy, Max, Savannah, Rasty, Mona, Cecilia, Star and Lucinda 

went to the UK.  

Star went to our daughter and granddaughter Sam and Nikita who res-

cued her when they were visiting us. Rhuna is still available for adop-

tion in Holland. She was being fostered and was to be trained as a dia-

betic help dog. Although she passed the tests to begin training, it was 

felt that the family she would have gone to after training, only wanted 

a dog to serve a purpose and there wouldn’t have been any great love and 

attachment for Rhuna for herself. She is in foster in Holland. 

Thank you to all the families who adopted, to our adoption teams and to 

all who donated towards these dogs and cats whilst they were in our care.  



 
M o r e  t h r e a t s  f r o m  o f f i c i a l s  
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In early February we had a family emergency and I (Diane) had to go to the UK.  It was all a bit of a rush as the decision was 

made at 10.30pm at night and I had to get the bus to the airport at 5 am the next morning. A couple of days later the municipal-

ity vet turned up with two other people and said that pressure was being put on them from someone higher up and they were to 

inform us that if the shelter isn’t up to EU standards they will force us to close. They couldn’t remove any of the dogs but they 

said that they could bring charges against the founder which could mean a prison sentence. They left a heap of documents 

which includes all things which a shelter needs to have to reach EU standards. The documents are all in Bulgarian so Kerry has 

been busy translating the relevant sections.  The vet said he was trying to hold off giving us an official letter because once that 

is done, it would give us just 30 days to bring the shelter up to standard.  

2011 was a nightmare year with officials trying to close us down and others fighting to keep us open. Last year they left us 

alone but it is now starting again. They know that it is our intention to bring the shelter up to EU standards anyway, but of 

course it all takes time and money and last year we had to raise funds for the new roof.  It is so hypocritical to throw out about 

EU standards when a lot of other things in this country don’t conform including the prisons which they are threatening me 

with. Our shelter is the only option for the dogs that we rescue. There simply is no other shelter in this region so without 

RSDR there would be many more dogs suffering and being abused on the streets.  

We have started a major fundraising campaign to try and raise the funds to renovate the shelter.  

Below are some links relating to the current situation we are facing. 

 

http://www.care2.com/causes/mom-could-go-to-prison-for-being-too-poor-to-save-animals.html 

 

http://animalrescuechase.com/donation/bulgaria.html 

 

 

http://wildtimeonline.blogspot.co.uk/2013/03/helping-stray-dogs-in-bulgaria-task-not.html 

 

Many thank to Laura Simpson of The Harmony Fund who did the Care 2 article and to Thomas Janak from Wildtime Radio 

for the radio interview and to everyone else who has shared and posted on blogs, websites and media groups.  If anyone can 

help by donating, please go to our website 

 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm 

 

Thank you to everyone who has helped so far. 

 

I was away from the shelter for most of February and I still haven’t managed to catch up with all the admin, messages and e 

mails from whilst I was away, so please accept my apologies and I will reply as soon as I can. (Diane)   

 

 

 

http://www.care2.com/causes/mom-could-go-to-prison-for-being-too-poor-to-save-animals.html
http://animalrescuechase.com/favicon.ico
http://wildtimeonline.blogspot.co.uk/2013/03/helping-stray-dogs-in-bulgaria-task-not.html
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
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Gareth Duffin - amazing 27 hour drumathon for RSDR 

 
Last year Gareth did a 24 hour drumathon to raise funds for RSDR. This year he 

decided to push himself that much further and do an amazing 27 hour drumathon 

on the  9th February. It was tough going but he did it. Gareth has so far raised 

1871 Euros but if anyone would still like to donate, you can do this through his 

fundraising page. 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/

gareths27hrdrumathon.htm 

 

Gareth visited us at the shelter last year 

and was adopted by Georgia who had 

been starved and abused. He will be 

adopting Georgia this year. 

This is a link to a great video Gareth 

has made about his drumathon and 

RSDR 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=vaB45V4I_mc&sns=fb 

 

Gareth recently had a T shirt and set 

list signed by Icelandic group Sigur 

Ross, to auction to raise funds for 

RSDR. Both items are signed by all 

three  members, Jonsi, Georg and Or-

ri. 

To bid on the above please go to the 

following e bay link 

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/-

/321088322914?roken=S1APCK 

Many thanks to Gareth for all he does for RSDR and to everyone who has supported him in 

his drumathon. 

Diane meets the UK team 

Although my visit to the UK wasn’t a planned holiday to visit family, but an unforeseen visit due to family reasons and 

an emergency, it did give me the opportunity to meet our UK team and to be there with Sam and Nikita when Star ar-

rived on the adoption trip.  

It was great to meet Tracey Lindsey, Pam Nicolson, Justine Storey, Teresa Milne and Sarah Yeadon. They all had a 

long journey to come and meet me and I really appreciated it. They do so much for RSDR and it was nice to meet them 

in person and give them all a well deserved hug.  

Top left to right: Tracey, Diane, Pam 

and Nikita,   

Teresa and Diane,  

 Diane and Justine 

Bottom left to right: Diane and Sarah 

Sarah and Teresa. 

 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/gareths27hrdrumathon.htm
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/gareths27hrdrumathon.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaB45V4I_mc&sns=fb
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaB45V4I_mc&sns=fb
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/-/321088322914?roken=S1APCK
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/-/321088322914?roken=S1APCK
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New Arrivals 

Meg 
On the 11th February we were told about a mother dog who had pups at the side of the 

river. The river was very fast flowing and they were all in serious danger. Tony and Ker-

ry were met there by the man who alerted them. The mother, now named Meg was bark-

ing frantically. Her pups were under a concrete slab next to a small concrete construc-

tion. The 8 pups were barely 2 weeks old. Kerry quickly scooped all the pups up and put 

them in her jacket. Meg was very scared of people but followed them and her pups to the 

car. Tony put food down for her and she froze with fear. He was 

then able to pick her up and bring them all back to the shelter.  

Top right:  where Meg and pups were found. 

Above left: Meg cowering in fear.    Above right: Mum and pups safe at the shelter. 

Latika 
Latika and her three pups, Valentine, Popito 

and Milo were barely surviving on the 

streets near a factory. On the 12th February 

we received a phone call about them from a 

lady asking us to help them. They were all 

extremely thin and in very poor condition. 

All were absolutely terrified of people but 

Tony managed to catch them as they were 

so hungry that they came for the food.  

Fletcher 
Fletcher was a pup belonging to a friend of Liam and 

Luke. 

Sadly his father threw him out and he had nowhere to 

keep his pup so he asked us to take him and find a 

good home for him. Fletcher is a very friendly boy. 

Ava 

Ava was one of six 

pups that were living 

under an empty 

house. The mother 

dog had gone off 

and abandoned her 

pups and the pups 

were hungry, dehy-

drated and very 

poorly. Sadly only 

Ava survived.  
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New Arrivals -  continued 

Pups stabbed through a  box 
On the 7th February 2013 someone 

brought us some pups that they had 

rescued from a woman in smolian. 

They had heard screaming and saw the 

old woman stabbing at a box with a 

pitchfork. Sadly one of the pups had 

already been killed but Mister and his 

sister Lenka had survived. Both pups 

were very scared of people at first but 

they soon learned to trust.. 

Mister Lenka 

Hilary 
Hilary was brought to the shelter on the  10th Febru-

ary after a man had found her all alone the streets. 

Hilary was very poorly with an infection and Tony 

kept her in the staffroom with him until she made a 

full recovery. 

6 pups dumped outside the shelter 
Six pups were dumped outside the shelter in the evening of the 

21st February. It was dark and snowing heavily and Tony heard a 

car sound its horn outside.. When he went out to look the car was 

driving off and tiny pups were running about terrified, trying to 

hide. It  took him a long time to find all the pups in the dark but he 

managed to get them all.  

 

To view our lovely dogs for adoption, please go to : 

 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/dogs.htm 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/dogs.htm
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/dogs.htm
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Raise funds for RSDR when you search the web. You can do this from anywhere in the world! 

Use easysearch every time you search the Web and they’ll give RSDR, 50% of the fees paid by their  

advertising sponsors to Rudozem Street Dog Rescue (RSDR).  Please set http://rsdr.easysearch.org.uk/ as your home page. 

If you are in the UK, Tty shopping from over 2000 well known UK Retailers, and have some of the proceeds go to RSDR.  Please go 

to  

 http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rsdr/ 

New Arrivals -  continued 

We first met Amy at the end of December last year. She was very scared of 

people but once she knew you wouldn’t hurt her, she was very loving. Amy 

had been on the street for quite some time and been chased and kicked by 

people. We desperately wanted to bring her back to the shelter but just had 

no room for her. She was a priority for when we did have room for any 

dogs as she was becoming more scared of people, the longer she was on the 

streets.  

On the 21st February, we were told that a street dog had given birth in 

someone’s chicken shed and the woman was threatening to kill the pups 

and chase the mum off. Tony  went to get the mum and pups and discov-

ered that it was Amy. She is now at the shelter with her four pups. 

Kerry and three pups dumped at the landfill 
On the 21st February the boys went to take the rubbish to the landfill and were 

greeted by a female dog (Kerry) and three pups. Kerry ran over to the boys, 

jumping up at them and was so desperate for attention. She had three tiny pups 

following her so the boys brought them all back to the shelter. It was apparent 

that Kerry hadn’t recently been feeding 

pups so  although the pups had been fol-

lowing her, we don’t believe they were 

hers. The pups were very small and weak 

and sadly little Bambi passed away 

whilst she was in the staff room with us. 

Kerry and the other two pups are now 

getting stronger.  

http://rsdr.easysearch.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rsdr/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rsdr/

