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Rudozem Street Dog Rescue  

is a Non-Profit  foundation that  

rescues street dogs in  

Bulgaria and finds them  

loving homes.   

 

Our mission is to raise  

funds to renovate a  

dog shelter so we can save  

many more street dogs,  

start a neuter / spay programme,  

and integrate education on  

Animal Welfare to the  

local community. 

 

Founders of Rudozem Street Dog 
 

Mission 

Diane and Tony 
Rowles 

Rudozem Street Dog Rescue   
Registered Foundation No: 175647065  
Website:  www.streetdogrescue.com 
Email:  streetdogrescue@gmail.com 
 
Rudozem Postal Address:   
 
Diane and Tony Rowles,  
12 Minen Technikum,  
Rudozem,  
obn Smolian,  
Bulgaria, 4960 

Important Note:   
For Postal Address please email  
streetdogrescue@gmail.com  
for Customs information on  
posting to Bulgaria. 
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"Although we never intended to be rescuing street dogs when we 
moved to Bulgaria, we couldn't ignore their plight.   

 
Now that we have started, it is a lifetime  

commitment.   
 

There are times when it is heartbreaking but we could never leave 
what we have started otherwise there would be no one to care 

about and fight for these dogs.”     
 

Diane Rowles 
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Qualifications Granted 

One of the requirements for running a shelter in Bulgaria is 

to have qualifications in Dog Studies. 

 

Founder Diane Rowles completed a 2 year distance course 

through the Oxford College in the United Kingdom on the 

28 September 2010. 

 

Diane now has a Diploma in Canine Studies and received a 

Distinction. 
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In August 2007, an English family, Diane and Tony Rowles and their 4 children, moved 

to Rudozem, Bulgaria from the United Kingdom.  The family was shocked by the locals 

abuse towards street dogs in Bulgaria. Dogs are spat on, kicked, shot or have stones 

thrown at them. The family started to feed the dogs on the streets out of their own money.  

With the continuing number of street dogs needing to be fed on the streets, the family reg-

istered a foundation, Rudozem Street Dog Rescue known also as RSDR, in March 2009.  

Foundation No. 175647065. 

 

Since March 2009, RSDR have taken over a three hundred (350) dogs and cats off the 

streets of Rudozem.  Over 250 of these dogs have been adopted and are living as family 

pets in Holland, Germany, France, US, Belgium and the UK.    

 

Every few months these dogs are transported from Bulgaria to their new homes by a  

DEFRA registered pet transport company.   

 

RSDR currently fundraise online through social applications such as facebook, and other 

social networks, and receive donations from private individuals.  RSDR have a sponsor a 

dog program, where people can help feed the dogs by sponsoring them for 10 euros a 

month. 

 

RSDR aim is once to have premises for a dog shelter renovated, is start a neuter and re-

lease scheme and get training for the local vet in the modern methods of spay / neuter. 

 

Dogs will be sterilized, vaccinated against rabies, ear tagged and then returned to where 

they were found.   

 

As well as this RSDR hope to be able to offer a free neutering scheme for people who 

want to have their own dogs sterilized.    

 

RSDR will continue with the adoption scheme and find homes for suitable dogs whenever 

possible and integrate education on Animal Welfare to the community. 

Background History 
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There are many street dogs and street cats in the area of Rudozem.  Many of them are 

starving and hungry, have horrible skin conditions and are abused by the local  

community. 

 

Many puppies are born on the streets and are left to survive and in the winter months they 

usually freeze to death. 

 

The majority of the street dogs are not dangerous.  Many of them are terrified of people 

and would not go near them.  Most of the time, if a human went near a street dog, they 

would most likely run away.  The dogs are extremely wary of people, not used to human 

contact and are scared you are going to hurt them.  It takes many weeks and months to 

gain the trust of these animals. 

 

A lot of the community are not educated on Animal Welfare and have been brought up to 

fear street dogs and treat them like vermin.  You will see many people throw stones at the 

dogs, kick them, beat them with sticks, or even shoot them.  It is no wonder the dogs are 

so scared of mankind.  They have not been treated kindly. 

 

Attitudes in Rudozem are very lax when it comes to street dogs and many people are not 

considerate of them.  One such incident in the town centre in Rudozem, RSDR were try-

ing to catch 2 street pups nearby a café.  There would have been at least 30 people outside 

the café watching RSDR try to catch the pups, and they were laughing because the pups 

were so terrified.  There was not one offer of help to catch the pups, and the animals were 

considered as vermin. 

 

Having said that, since being a registered foundation since March 2009, attitudes have 

slowly changed, with people now instead of dumping puppies in the landfill or town cen-

tre, they have started dumping puppies outside the house in boxes or they bring them to us 

instead of shooting them.    

 

RSDR are hopeful, the longer they remain in Rudozem, the better off street dogs will be 

with changing attitudes in people. 

The situation of animals in Rudozem 
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Ranger  -  First Rescue 
Ranger was one of the many hungry and abused street dogs in Bulgaria.  At some stage in his life, 
he had received a horrific head injury which has left him with an odd shaped skull and his face is 
paralysed down one side.  My youngest son, Luke would see him when he went to the town centre.  
He told me about the dog and how he had been told by his friends that someone had caused the 
dogs head injury by hitting him over the head with a large stone.    The dog was very wary and 
would have nothing to do with people.  Luke was told to keep away from him in case he got bitten.  
However he carried on talking to the dog and throwing him bits of food and before long, the dog 
was following him everywhere and waiting outside all night for him, sometimes in the pouring rain.   
 
We told Luke not to encourage him as there would be fighting with our other dogs but despite try-

ing to send him away, he would not go.   Neighbours were not happy about a street dog hanging about.  Many times, old ladies would beat him 
badly with large sticks, children would throw stones at him and shoot him with air rifles.  One day, children were being cruel to him and he turned 
and jumped at one of them.  Although she wasn’t bitten, the girl was shocked and her father came after Ranger with a shotgun, firing it at him out-
side the house while Liam and Luke were trying to get him in the garden.  The police then came to the house and we explained that he wasn’t our 
dog, he was a street dog, but if people weren’t cruel to him, there wasn’t a problem.  We were still told that if we didn’t keep him on a chain, we 
would have to take him to be put down.  We tried to keep him on a chain but because of his odd shaped head, he could slip a collar.   
 
One day he escaped for no longer than five minutes.  He had a run about with Liam and Luke trying to catch him then ran straight back.  He never 
bothered anyone.  Minutes later, I saw a man at the gate and went out to see what he wanted.  He started shouting and waving a handgun at me . 
At this point I just wanted to be back in the UK where people couldn’t get away with such cruelty or wave a handgun at a woman. 
 
The police told us it would be best if Ranger was put to sleep.  As we had just recently moved there, we were slightly intimidated and never 
thought to question the legal rights of it all.  The police told my husband Tony to take the dog to a town 25kms away, meet the guy, pay him and 
Ranger would be put down.  Tony took Ranger to be put down.  We were all heartbroken, especially Luke who blamed himself for making friends 
with the dog in the first place.  Four nights later, I couldn’t sleep.  I kept thinking Ranger is somehow alive and trying to find his way back.  The next 
morning, there he was at the doorstep, hungry and exhausted.  .  We realised after Ranger came back the whole thing wasn’t quite right and no 
way would we let him go again without a battle.   We never found out what happened to him in those few days and didn’t pursue it.  My guess is 
that instead of putting him down, the guy sold him as a guard dog and he escaped.   
 
Despite being locked up, Ranger came back to where he would be fed and cared for and to a young boy who probably showed him the first bit of 
kindness in his life.    



 

9 



 

10 

For the last 2 years we had been trying to raise enough 

funds for a dog shelter / clinic to save the many dogs in 

the Rudozem area. We had made numerous appeals to the 

mayor and the municipality but had been told that they 

cannot help.  

 

Since early 2010, RSDR started looking for plots of land 

that might be suitable for a dog shelter / clinic.   

 

In October 2010 we found a plot of land with an existing 

building. Although the building needed some work, it 

was an ideal place for the shelter/clinic. The land was 

about a 20 min drive from Rudozem and not in a residen-

tial area. We were told the owners wanted 75,000 leva 

(approx. 38,000 euros). We had looked at numerous plots 

and found many were unsuitable, with no road access, no 

electricity or water access, and asking prices for any-

where from 30,000 euros to 50,000 euros for the land 

only. The plot found with the existing building was a 

bargain price, one that we could not afford to lose. 

 

Previously we had been working from our own family 

home and had up to 60 dogs and 6 cats. We also had 

complaints from neighbours in the past year about the 

noise level from the dogs. There was the constant worry 

that we could have been asked, to get rid of the dogs at 

any time, and the dogs sent to a Dog Isolator. This is the 

last thing we would want to have happen - as the Dog 

Isolators are places of torture. 

 

 

A worldwide appeal for donations for the dog shelter / clinic through our website, facebook and other social applications was implemented and we received numerous sup-

port and kind donations from persons all across the world who helped fundraise to achieve our target goal. We raised a total figure of 42,150.55 for the purchase of the 

land /building which is the shelter/clinic for RSDR.   The contracts were signed on the 22 December 2010. 

Purchase of RSDR Shelter—December 2010 



 

11 

Opposition against RSDR shelter, and license granted. 

In 2011, There was a lot of opposition from officials, the municipality and locals. Many people couldn’t understand why anyone would bother trying to help the street 

dogs as they regard them as vermin. Municipalities are allocated money to deal with the problem of street dogs but this rarely gets spent on dogs. There is a lot of corrup-

tion and illegal shootings still go on.   

2011 was a very difficult and stressful year for RSDR. We had intended to renovate the building we bought as a shelter before moving dogs there. However we had many 

urgent cases and nowhere for them so we built temporary pens and moved there with the dogs in April/May 2011.  

We had numerous visits from police, the municipality and other officials trying to close the shelter and fine us with anything they could think of.  There has been a peti-

tion against us started by the local community for us having a dog shelter.    

In January 2011, RSDR applied for the Change of Use of the building and permission for building the replacement of a simple fence.  There was much trouble with get-

ting this changed and a lot of red tape and process to go through.  Finally after these issues, we were then told the building had been approved as a shelter/clinic.  After 

being so happy that we had the change of use for the building, we were devastated to find out later that the document Tony was given by a man at the Municipality who 

smiled, congratulated him and shook his hand, was a document which said we had been refused the change of use. 

We then had continuous problems after with the municipality. We were accused of dumping rubbish in the river, and told we would be fined. When we asked for the 

name of the person who accused us so that we could report them, we were told to forget the matter. We then received a letter saying we had to be at the municipality the 

next day  and show that we owned the building. The date we were told we had to turn up with the documents was actually a Saturday when the municipality buildings are 

closed. When Tony went with the documents on the Monday, the man wasn’t even interested in looking at the documents and said he was going to fine us for not having a 

“number” but wouldn’t tell us what number he thought we should have. He had already been given the foundation registration number so we didn’t have a clue what num-

ber he wanted but just kept being told we would be fined for not having it. Days later the guy gave us a whole heap of pages and said to look at number 4. It turns out that 

the number he was telling us to get or he would fine us, is in fact like a farm or holding number and only applies to people who breed and sell animals such as farmers 

breeding sheep or cattle. Obviously this didn’t apply to us. The vet and another friend who are on the council have both been very helpful and have been trying to sort 

matters out for us.  

 

Later we were given a letter by the police saying that we had to appear at the police station to answer questions regarding  having dogs at the building (proposed shelter/

clinic) in Elhovets, Rudozem.  We were told that it was nothing serious and that we didn’t need a translator. Fortunately for us, Georgi and Penka who do a lot for animals 

and animal rights, had offered to come from Plovdiv to be with us. It turned out that it was to prepare a case and statements for the prosecutor. Georgi is familiar with the 

various laws and prepared a statement for us to sign giving our side of things. Without him there, that wouldn’t have been possible. There was then an inspection at the 

building by the police and other authorities. We were told that the prosecutor had a month to decide whether any charges are going to be brought against RSDR.  

Days later we had another unexpected visit from a ministry vet who at first seemed very unpleasant. One argument erupted when he told me I should cut a piece out of all 

my dogs ears to identify that they come from here. Things became very heated but then we later heard that he was very impressed by the care for the animals and most of 

all by the passion that we all had for them and that he would help us to register .  We had to wait months before the prosecutor decided if he could make any charges 

against us.  Eventually we were granted a certificate which meant we could legally keep dogs there.   In May 2011, we were finally able to start using the shelter.  
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PROJECTS  -  Renovations of RSDR Shelter 

RSDR have a lot of work and renovations to carry out before 

the building can be considered structurally sound. 

 

Throughout the year, work had to be done in stages as and 

when RSDR had the funds and in order of priority.  

 

The existing fence had a lot of  holes in it, and is not very 

high.  This really needs to be replaced with security fencing 

however has not yet been done so, and has been mainly 

patched to prevent dogs escaping.   

RSDR has had many problems with getting permission for 

the fence from the Municipality to be replaced.   

 

Later throughout the year, this issue was partly solved, as RSDR was given a grant by Marchig Trust 

with funds given to help with the building of exercise yards outside the shelter building.   

The exercise yards fencing was then used like a second lining of fencing inside the yard, which helped 

stop any dogs escaping.  The dogs had a  walkway built from the front of the shelter building to yards so 

prevention of escape was impossible.   (See photos on page 57—grants Marchig Trust). 

 

The doors in the front part of the building we’re also open, and needed doors built, making the building 

more secure.  Part of this was used as a runway to the exercise yard. 

 

RSDR also needed to make the staff room area, fit for some-

one to be able to stay over night for security reasons. Funds 

were raised for a log burner for heating/cooking in the staff 

room 

 

There is still the urgent appeal to raise funds for renovations 

for the Shelter roof as it’s quite dangerous and leaks when it 

rains.  The shelter is also made out of wood and is not very 

strong and we are unsure how the roof will go in Winter. 

 

We will also need a builder to work out the drainage system, 

plumbing and electrics.  All which will be done, in order of 

priority when funds are raised. 
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Building of inside & outside Pens 

With very limited funds after the purchase of the RSDR shelter, there were appeals for donations to help with building inside of the pens and outside.   

This was done over the course of the rest of the year, when and where RSDR could raise the funds, as well as purchasing items that needed purchasing. 
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Queenie  
Queenie was one of the many dogs living 

on the streets.  She was extremely weak and 

starving and is one of the dogs we used to 

feed.  After weeks of feeding, and building 

up trust, on the 17th February 20110, 

Queenie was brought to the shelter.   

 

She had marks around her head so we sus-

pect she had once belonged to someone 

before being abandoned on the streets.   

 

Queenie had a lovely temperament.   

 

She was pregnant when we took her in and 

gave birth to a litter of pups.   

 

Queenie was adopted in November 2011 

and lives now happily in the Netherlands. 
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Harsh Realities of Winter for Bulgarian Dogs 
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The snow came again on the 19th December 2011 and RSDR had about 2 to 3 foot of snow still on the ground. Even with 

snow chains on the vehicles it had been a struggle getting out and travelling between the house and the shelter. Vehicles 

had to be dug out and travelling anywhere was rather nerve wracking.   The dogs at the house and the shelter have great 

fun and love playing in the snow, but we have to remember those dogs and cats that are still on the streets. 

 

Nobody gives them a roof over their heads at night or a warm blanket, breaks the ice off their water so that they can drink 

or gives them a meal every day. Night and day, these dogs are out in the freezing snow. Young dogs, old dogs, nursing 

mums with pups hidden away, all try to get through the snow to search for scraps around the town and the bins. Unfortu-

nately for them, the snow keeps a lot of people indoors so there aren’t as many scraps  about. Many of these dogs are terri-

fied of people and it is only desperate hunger that forces them to leave their hiding places in the forest to go into the town 

to search for food. People terrify them, cars terrify them and they are usually chased or pelted with stones.  

One mother dog that we sometimes see has pups hidden away somewhere. We know that they will be reaching the age 

where they need solid food and not just their mothers milk. The brave ones will no doubt try following her into the town. 

Not being able to keep up, some will get left behind and lost. Pups can be lay in the snow, starving and suffering from hy-

pothermia and people will walk past or step over them without giving them a second glance.  For every one that we find, 

so many more have lost their lives.  

 

RSDR had a harsh winter in 2011, with more snow to come but the least they can do each winter is to help put food down 

for these dogs. This is a struggle because so many of our rescue dogs aren’t sponsored which means that no one donates 

towards their monthly food costs and care.  

 

Our Sponsor a dog scheme is important to the survival of not only dogs we feed at the shelter, but to help feed the many 

street dogs on the streets.   

If you can help Sponsor a Dog, go to:  http://www.streetdogrescue.com/sponsoradog.htm   

Snow and Freezing Temperatures 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/sponsoradog.htm
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Nearly 700 Euros has been raised for the Food for Friends appeal 

in "honour of our dear Matty".  

 

This includes 150 from the kind gentleman who came up with the 

idea of this appeal and 150 from Anita Weber who matched his 

offer.  

 

A special thank you to the following people for donating:   

 
Geraldine Rynn, Derri dunn, Justine Storey, Melita Mather, Donna 

Schleck, Julie Lewis, Sharon Williams, Judy McHugh, Julie Schubeler, 

Noodle Veness, Chris Pearce, Trisha Waddell, Anne Edmonds, Julia 

Prestbury, Julia Stavrietsky, Tracey lindsey, Linda Kay, Kathrine Hill, 

Sue White, Susanna Benn, Reina Reiman, Ineke Kleij, Anita Weber 

and the very kind gentleman.  

Harsh Realities of Winter for Bulgarian Dogs  -  Food for Friends Appeal 

On an Average Week, RSDR go through  

approximately 200 kg of Food.  Our dogs rely 

on their sponsors each month to help feed 

them as well as feed the many dogs on the 

streets.  Many of our dogs do not have spon-

sors. If you can help Sponsor a Dog, go to:   
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/sponsoradog.htm   

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/sponsoradog.htm
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Special Dog Matty 
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PROJECTS— RSDR Clinic 
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In 2011, RSDR were asked if we want to buy the small white building to the right of the shelter for 30,000 levs ( 15,339 Euros).  

 

It might seem silly trying to raise money to purchase another building while we are still trying to raise funds for the shelter roof and  

renovations but looking at it as a long term goal it makes sense and we may not get the opportunity again.  

 

One of the main aims of RSDR is for a clinic not just a shelter.   Building a clinic in the RSDR shelter would mean taking up more space 

which at the moment is used for pens.  That would mean having to considerably reduce the number of dogs that we can take in. 

 

If we were to buy the building we have been offered, we could apply to have the clinic there and would be telling the truth when we say that 

no animals will actually be kept there. One of the requirements by the municipality, is that no dogs are to be kept on the premises of the clinic.  

 

The building next door would be perfect for a clinic and somewhere to have laundry facilities.  

 

We could have a clinic there much quicker than we could at the shelter, as with the shelter, we would have to have the roof done first,  

architects plans, ceilings, hot water, drainage etc.  

 

Next door it would just be a case of tiling a room to bring it up to the standards required and connecting water.  

 

With the clinic in place, RSDR can start a neuter/release scheme.  At this current time offering free neuter/spay for local people's dogs is go-

ing to be very difficult when we have to pay the vet here 50 Euros for every female . At the moment we may be saving some dogs but we still 

aren't doing anything to solve the problem long term which is frustrating especially when every other day we are being asked to take more 

pups and dogs and have to say no.  

 

The other advantage is that RSDR would own the property next to the shelter so when we start the renovations here, we can be sure that there 

won’t be complaints from the owner of that neighbouring building. If someone else buys it, it could be one more person who complains and 

tries to cause trouble.  

 

After a lot of thought and discussion with the team we have decided that we will try and raise the funds and purchase the property. 

OPPORTUNITY— Building next door to shelter FOR SALE 
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VT Branch & Opportunities 

Last year in 2010, Kerry Rowles & her partner Kosta Chakurov were 

given the opportunity to start a branch in another part of Bulgaria in 

Veliko Turnovo with the lend of a holiday house by a kind man. 

 

During 2011, Kerry and Kosta made contact with a vet in  

Veliko Turnovo who could do the necessary rabies blood  

testing so that dogs can now be adopted in the UK.  

 

Dogs would still have to stay the required 6 months after the test date 

before being allowed to enter the UK.  During this time a few dogs had 

the rabies blood test, and one dog Ruby was adopted and was able to 

travel to the UK to her new home. 

 

The vet in the VT opened up the possibility of spayings, as  

previously in Rudozem there was no vet that could be found to spay 

females.  Some of the dogs from Rudozem were then sent to VT to spay. 

 

After 6 months in Veliko Turnovo, Kerry & Kosta were involved in 

rescuing over 30 dog & cat rescues and involved in adoptions. 
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VT Branch Closure with Emergency Evacuation in July 2011 

In July 2011, Unfortunately it was decided to close the RSDR branch in Veliko Turnovo run by Kerry 

Rowles and her partner Kosta Chakurov as RSDR felt it has become too dangerous for them to stay. 

 

Kerry was 20 weeks pregnant at the time and had been followed around continually by gypsy men 

harassing her, even going as far as to bare their asses at her, laughing and following her making  

comments. She also had stones thrown at her, with insults and threats against her personal safety. 

 

It was a danger that she and her partner were constantly surveyed and watched and RSDR were  

concerned for her safety. Gypsies in town were also trying to make claims that they have been bitten 

by dogs from RSDR, even though the dogs were not near them, and were locked at the house and in 

their pens. 

 

One dog at RSDR was shot in the back yard by the gypsies.  The police were also believing the 

claims, and were telling Kerry & Kosta certain dogs had to be shot as they were dangerous. 

 

RSDR decided to make an emergency evacuation of all 30 dogs and cats, as well as humans back to 

Rudozem.   RSDR had to appeal to supporters to help raise funds to build new pens at the  

Rudozem Shelter to be able to hold the dogs from VT before transporting them.   

 

With support and donations from our kind supporters, we were able to build new pens and all the dogs 

and cats from V.T were transported back to Rudozem.  The  animals were brought on three separate 

trips with Kerry accompanying the second group of dogs.  

 

Rambo, who was shot whilst in the garden at V.T was also with the second group of dogs. Although 

he had looked like he was making an improvement, he had lost weight and was not eating well. The 

evening he arrived he was out in the yard with the other dogs, investigating and wandering around. 

The next morning, he was sick and his breathing became laboured. He wanted to go out so Kerry, 

Diane and Carmel (volunteer) helped him outside where he lay down in the sunshine.  All three sat 

with him talking to him and within 10 minutes he had passed away.  We are just grateful that he didn’t 

have a long and painful death and that they were here so that we could be with him and support Kerry 

who was devastated.   Another RSDR dog, Bigdog arrived with the first group of dogs and yet two 

days later it was claimed that he was running about the village in V.T chasing children.   

We know he is a super dog but I don’t think even he is capable of getting from Rudozem to V.T and 

back without any of us noticing.   In July/August it was a very busy time for RSDR with the building 

of the pens and finding a new routine with all the extra dogs and also working out  which dogs are 

compatible and can be let out together.  

We are grateful to Sean for having let us have the use of the house 

and both he and us are sorry that it didn’t work out.  

 

RSDR couldn’t risk any more dogs being shot whilst in the garden 

or being accused of being loose and attacking people.  Kerry who 

is expecting a baby in October had been flashed at, had obscenities 

shouted at her and stones thrown at her and the local gypsy popu-

lation were always trying to goad Kosta into a fight and making 

threats of what they would do to Kerry if he should ever go out 

and she was at the house alone.  

We were touched and overwhelmed at how kind and supportive 

people were in response to our emergency appeal for the evacua-

tion of  all the animals from V.T.  Thank you. We couldn’t have 

done this without you. 

 

R.I.P Rambo. You suffered so much at the hands of humans  

but at least you knew some of them loved you. 
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Harsh Realities of Winter for Bulgarian Dogs 

This heavily pregnant bitch was walking around 

the village in Veliko Turnovo in early January 

2011.  

 

She was so scared and started walking away just 

when Kerry & Kosta were looking at her.  

 

They put down some food and left her in peace to 

eat it. The next day when Kerry & Kosta at VT 

were walking to the shop they saw her again.  The 

poor girl didn't survive the cold.  

 

It's a heartbreaking fact that we can't save them all and even more so when we see a beautiful 

life wasted, one that will have never known love. RIP beautiful girl and little ones xxx 

  

I know this photo may be distressing for a lot of people, just as it is for us. But we can't 

choose not to look, we can't turn off our computer.  This is the reality of winter for Bulgarian 

dogs.  We have to deal with it as hard as it is for us and thats exactly why we do what we do, 

so that more dogs don't come to this terrible fate. We can't save them without you, please, if 

you can donate, even a small amount.  Help us to help them.  Please go to: 

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm  

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
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George 

George was the first dog that arrived at the Veliko Turnovo Branch run by Kerry Rowles & Kosta Chakurov.  He was brought to RSDR from 

Plovdiv by an English couple that had rescued him after he was shot and cared for him. 

 

We believe George was originally used as a guard dog, as his ears had been cut off. 

 

George is a very happy dog, and would stay with Kerry & Kosta wherever they went and is quite protective.  

 

George is now a permanent resident dog with RSDR and will stay with RSDR for the rest of his life. 
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Adoption Trips —Dogs Leaving Bulgaria to go to their forever homes. 
 

 

Every few months our dogs are transported from Bulgaria and travel to 
Germany, Holland, Belgium and the UK, to meet their new adopted fam-
ilies.  Our dogs travel with a DEFRA registered Pet travel company who 
ensure the safety and arrival of all our dogs.  The travel company meets 
with our Adoption teams and  meets the dogs new owners. 
 
Our transport costs of one (1) trip is approximately  £3,000 pounds 
(3700 euros) which must be paid in advance to the transport company.  
Exact price depends on currency conversion).  To cover the costs RSDR 
need at least 15 animals travelling.  The new DEFRA ruling states that 
only 5 animals can travel for each person travelling with them to the UK. 
    
Each adoptant pays an Adoption contribution for each animal adopted, 
which goes towards transport costs only.   
 
If there is less  than the  required animals travelling each trip or some 
animals are going to be fostered, then obviously the difference RSDR 
have to subsidise is greater.    
 
To help with cats being adopted, RSDR subsidise half their travel costs 
so they have a chance at adoption. 

Saying Goodbye 
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Arrival in Holland, Belgium & the UK 
 
 

Arrivals in the Netherlands Arrivals in Belgium 

200th Adoption—  

Freckles (In Belgium) 

Pepper 

 

First Adopted Dog in 

France 



 

30 

Ruby— First dog adopted to the United Kingdom 
 

With the VT Branch up and running in early 2011, RSDR managed to find a vet 

that could arrange the Rabies Blood Testing and send to a DEFRA registered 

Lab.  With the all clear after the test, the dogs are able to then travel to the UK 6 

months later. 

 

Ruby having had the rabies blood test, was adopted and was able to go to her new 

home in September 2011. 

 

Unfortunately due to the VT branch closing, no other dogs were able to be tested. 

Ruby happy in her new home 
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As of the 1st January 2012, new DEFRA laws will change UK entry requirements for persons travelling 

with pets and will be in line with the rest of Europe. Dogs or Cats will require the initial single rabies vac-

cination, then 21 days after the vaccination, can travel to the United Kingdom.  

 

The New rules mean it will be easier and cheaper to travel abroad with pets which will make adoptions for 

RSDR to the UK more possible and in line with the rest of Europe. 

 

From the DEFRA website:  “The UK will harmonise its pet movement rules with the rest of the European 

Union from 1 January 2012, bringing the UK’s Pet Travel Scheme into line with the most recent science. 

The UK will maintain its high level of protection against animal diseases after the changes, which have the 

potential to save pet owners around £7 million in fees. 

 

Forcing pets to spend six months in quarantine, a practice dating from the 1800s, is no longer necessary 

because of vastly improved rabies vaccines and treatments. 

 

All pets will still need to be vaccinated against rabies. Pets from the EU and listed non-EU countries such 

as the USA and Australia will no longer need a blood test and will only have to wait 21 days before they 

travel. Pets from unlisted non-EU countries such as India, Brazil and South Africa will be able to enter the 

UK if they meet certain strict criteria to ensure they are protected against rabies, including a blood test and 

a three-month wait before they enter the UK.” 

 

Website Link:  http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/30/new-rules-pet-passports/  

Opportunities— UK to introduce new Entry law making travel abroad easier 
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/30/new-rules-pet-passports/
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Odin 
Odin was brought to RSDR on the 20th August 
2010 when he was 8 weeks old.  He had been  
seen on the streets by a kind lady who took 
him to a vet and appealed for someone to take 
him.  Odin had a very bad case of demodex 
and was very weak.  With treatment, love and 
care, he soon recovered and his coat grew 
back. 
 
Odin went to Holland in February 2011, to be 
Fostered by Reina one of our team members. 
 
Reina and her family fell in love with Odin and 
Have now adopted him. 
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Volunteers at Shelter from July 2011 
 

 

RSDR were very lucky in July to 

have their first volunteer, Carmel 

Graves. Carmel arrived on the 5th 

July and intended to stay for 2 

weeks. The night before her last 

day she asked if she could stay 

longer.  Apart from being a lovely 

person, Carmel has a lot of experi-

ence and was a blessing to us dur-

ing some difficult times. It was on-

ly her second day with us when we 

had to go to the police station over 

the “shelter” and leave her in con-

trol of everything for the full day. 

She was fantastic and it was as if 

she had always been here. She 

stayed with us for just under a 

month and was with us through 

good and bad times and during new 

rescues. We really miss her and 

hope to see her again. 
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Julie Lewis (RSDR UK) came for 5 days with her 

brother Mick. They brought lots of goodies for dogs, 

cats and humans. 

 

Mick’s first challenge was to fit a cat flap in the secu-

rity grill so that Gingerpuss, the partly blind cat, can 

get in through the window instead of going through 

the yard when the dogs might be out.  

 

 

 

Julie and Mick were a great help and it was good for 

the dogs and pups to meet them and interact with 

new people. Five days soon went and we were sorry 

to see them both go. A big thank you to Julie and 

Mick. 

 

 

 

It was lovely to meet Mandy and Gina from our newly established 

UK adoption team. Mandy and Gina have already helped us so much 

by sending much needed things for the dogs, including their own  

design of dog beds which they kindly made and extra treats for the  

family.  

 

They were a great help and the dogs really enjoyed the extra individu-

al attention they got when Mandy and Gina took them for walks.  

It is also good that they have been here and met individual dogs and 

can therefore tell people more about them when they have someone 

interested in adopting.  

 

Gina fell in love with Irie, who is the only one of Queenie’s pups that 

hadn’t yet been adopted and was still here. We are happy that Gina 

has decided to adopt Irie and Irie will now be going to England on the 

first transport in 2012.  

 

A big thank you to Mandy and Gina. 

(Mandy and Gina meeting Barney) 

Volunteers at Shelter from July 2011 
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Since January 2011 to December 2011 
 
171 Dogs rescued from the streets   
17 Cats rescued from the streets  
 
108 Animals adopted from RSDR   
53 Animals spayed / neutered     
 
171 Microchips placed       
171 Vaccinations given 
 
200 kgs of food consumed by our dogs per week 
 
1 euro Our daily cost to feed one dog  
1 euro Our daily cost to feed one cat 
 
365 the number of days we care for the street dogs 

Once the shelter and clinic is established and structurally 
sound, RSDR hope to establish a spay & neuter  
programme to reduce the population in the area.   
 
This would of course be done in  conjunction with local 

vets in Rudozem once they have the required training  in 

the modern methods of spay and neuter, and have a clinic 

to work from. 

 

RSDR Year of Numbers 
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Once the shelter and clinic is established and structurally 
sound, RSDR hope to establish a spay & neuter  
programme to reduce the population in the area.   
 
This would of course be done in  conjunction with local 

vets in Rudozem once they have the required training  in 

the modern methods of spay and neuter, and have a clinic 

to work from. 

 

PROJECTS PROJECTS  -  Spay & Neuter Animal Cruelty in Bulgaria—now a Crime 

 
July 2011 — Animal cruelty is now considered a crime in Bulgaria to be 
punished by jail time or probation. 
 
The last amendments in the Penal Code are becoming effective Wednes-
day, which also criminalize dog fights. The Bill was passed in April, but the 
Parliament postponed by three months the approval of the texts 
on animal cruelty. 
 
The amendments were triggered by several widely publicized cases 
of animal cruelty  across the country. The Animal Protection Act was 
adopted in the beginning of 2008, but it did not  include  sanctions  
for animal cruelty. 
 
The amendments were finally introduced in 2010 by the cabinet after a 
dog was found in the central town of Dryanovo with her legs cut, stirring 
mass public outcry. 
 
Individuals who premeditatedly kill an animal will face up to 1 years 
in jail and fines between BGN 1 000 and 3 000; those hurting an animal 
will face probation and the same fines. For repeated cruelty and extreme 
cruelty the penalty is up to 3 years behind bars and fines between BGN 
2 000 and BGN 5 000. Vets and employees in animal shelters also face 
similar  sanctions if they are cruel to animas. 
 
Article:  http://www.novinite.com/view_news.php?id=130611  

http://www.novinite.com/view_news.php?id=130611
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Einstein 

Einstein was rescued on the 5th 

November 2010 when he was first 

6 weeks old.  A vet who bred  

Labradors was going to kill Ein-

stein because he has a deformed 

front leg. 

 

He is a beautiful loving boy and his 

leg doesn’t bother him at all. 

 

He gets about fine and a number of 

vets have all given the same opin-

ion that it should be left as it is. 

 

Einstein lived with Kerry & Kosta 

for some time before he was adopt-

ed.  He was a very loving boy and 

loved all the cats and the other 

dogs.  It was very hard for Kerry & 

Kosta to say goodbye to him. 
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Education on Animal Welfare and Health Benefits: 
 
As well as benefiting the welfare of the dogs, our work would also ben-
efit the health, safety and welfare of the people in Rudozem, as there 
would be less street dogs and any that were about would be treated 
for parasites and be vaccinated. 
 
Animal welfare in Bulgaria and particularly that of the street dogs has 
now become a focus of world attention and Rudozem could only bene-
fit by being one of the first towns to actually work with and support a 
registered foundation. 
 
We realise we cannot change attitudes over night that have been in-
grained in the community for such a long time, but just by people just 
knowing about RSDR and seeing what we do, it has slowly changed 
some attitudes in the town.   Puppies that used to be shot or beaten, 
have now been left outside our gate in a box, or given to us, whilst in 
the past, we know that they would have been shot or left to starve 
somewhere.   
 
This is slowly changing, but will still take time, and hopefully by just 
people knowing about us, will change attitudes. 
 
Education in the Schooling System -  Once the shelter is established, 
hopefully by just leading by example, we hope attitudes will slowly 
change so we can start to co-ordinate volunteers from the local com-
munity as well as integrate education in the schooling system about 
animal welfare on the street dogs.  (maybe get schools kids involved in 
volunteering at the shelter in the future). 

PROJECTS  -  Education on Animal Welfare and Health Benefits 
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Our yearly operating expenses come almost exclusively 
from individual private donations.  We depend on your  
support and generosity to keep RSDR running.  

There are many ways to donate to the Rudozem Street Dog 
Rescue donations through our website, sponsorship of our 
dogs, sending much needed goods and items, online shop, 
stalls, and fundraising and promotion. 

Online Donations 

Go to http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm 

1. Paypal:    You can donate as much or as little as you
would like safely and free with the paypal button on
the website.

2. Direct Deposit:

Bulgarian Bank account: 

Bank Name:   
DSK BankAccount  
Name:  Rudozem Street Dog Rescue 
IBAN   BG55STSA93000016929092  
BIC  STSABGSF 

3. Dutch Bank Account

If you would like to donate through a dutch bank 
account, you can through Animal Aid on Crete and 
reference RSDR, please go to the Holland Website  

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/nl/
donate.html  for the Bank Account details. 

4. Widget Fund Appeals:

We have some specific funds we are trying 
to raise money for.: 

Shelter Fund 
Transport Fund 

If you would like to donate to one of these funds, 
please go through our Fund Widgets on  
These widgets go through paypal. 

5. Online Shop:

If you would like to donate  towards a dogs 
neutering / vaccinations, puppy milk or  for 
Advocate (worm / flea treament) you 
can purchase this through  our online shop 
http://www.streetdogrescueshop.com/  

Other items of RSDR merchandise can also be pur-
chased from our online shop and all profits will go 
towards the care of the street dogs at RSDR. 

Helping RSDR—How you can help 

Update:  Our new dutch website
is www.rsdrnederland.nl

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/donatehelp.htm
http://www.streetdogrescueshop.com/
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Dee 

Dee was found on the streets on 

the 21st October 2010.  She was 

very thin and has a pellet under the 

skin of her chest where she has 

been shot.  It doesn’t bother her in 

any way and despite any abuse, 

she has the most beautiful nature.  

Dee looked like she had given 

birth to quite a few litters of pups 

in the past. 

 

She was about 5 years old when 

we found her. 

 

Dee was adopted in February 

2011.  She has a lovely family and 

is very happy. 
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Media / Promotion 

If you would like to help the promotion of RSDR, please email streetdogrescue@gmail.com 
 
To download posters and banners: 
 
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/downloads.htm 
 
To download Video Documentary on RSDR: 
 
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/apps/videos/channels/show/2291585-documentaries 

Raise funds for RSDR when you search the web. You can do this from anywhere 

in the world! 

 

Use easysearch every time you search the Web and they’ll give RSDR, 50% of 

the fees paid by their  

advertising sponsors to Rudozem Street Dog Rescue (RSDR).  Please set http://

rsdr.easysearch.org.uk/ as your home page. 

If you are in the UK, and you have some shopping to do.  Please try shop-

ping from over 2000 well known UK Retailers, and have some of the pro-

ceeds go to RSDR.  Please go to  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rsdr/ 

  

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/downloads.htm
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/apps/videos/channels/show/2291585-documentaries
http://rsdr.easysearch.org.uk/
http://rsdr.easysearch.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rsdr/
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If you would like to donate towards a dogs  
neutering / vaccinations, puppy milk or for Advocate (worm / 
flea treatment) you can purchase this through our online shop 
http://www.streetdogrescueshop.com/  
 
Other items of RSDR merchandise can also be purchased from 
our online shop and all profits will go towards the care of the 
street dogs at RSDR. 
 
If you would like to hold your own stall for RSDR, or help  
RSDR UK with stalls or promotion in the UK 
 please email streetdogrescue@gmail.com 

Fundraising Events—Online Shop  

http://www.streetdogrescueshop.com/
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Lila 

We found Lila after she had been 

dumped with her siblings down a 

steep bank right next to the river 

in April 2011.  She was only 6 

weeks old.  The pups were so thin 

and if they had been left much 

longer would have certainly died.  

 

Lila was very ill when she first 

came to us and didn’t eat for 5 

days.  After a lot of hard work, 

care and love, she finally pulled 

through and began to thrive. 

 

She grew into a healthy, happy, 

playful pup. 

 

Lila was adopted in July 2011 and 

now lives in Holland with her 

new family 
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    Fundraising Events—Crufts, UK 

The UK Team had another great day at Crufts on Friday March 11th.  We had a 

table selling RSDR items and two 'Name the Dog' competitions which had raised 

a total of £174.72 by the end of the day.  Marc Abraham (UK TV Celebrity for 

Marc the Vet) had kindly offered signed copies of his book 'Vet on Call: My First 

Year as an Out-of-Hours Vet' which we used as our prizes! 

We had lots of visitors to the stall, some that had seen us there last year and 

had come back for an update to see how RSDR was doing one year on.  

Once again, our team of volunteers worked really hard talking to everyone and 

getting donations from stall holders which will be used as fundraising items at 

future events. 

A big thank you to: Heather, Jo, Charlotte, Becci, Vicky, Tim, Sam and of course 

Nikita who spent much of the day cuddling the many dogs that passed by the 

stand.   The day wouldn't have been the success it was without your help and 

support. 

Nikita Rowles 

modelling her 

Tshirt for Crufts 

http://www.marcthevet.com/
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Fundraising Events— Amersfoot, Netherlands—World Animals Day 

RSDR NL held a stall on the 2nd April at Amersfoot in the Nether-lands as part of World Animals Day.  
Katie one of our adopted dogs was there to meet the team and show her support.  
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Fundraising Events—Netherlands 

On the 21st August members of our Dutch team held a stall at the Sphoedag in Holland. It was a great day and they 

raised 53 Euros for RSDR and many brand new collars were kindly donated to us. Lila who was being fostered by 

Jenny, one of our team members, was there on the day and it was there that she met the family who fell in love with 

her and adopted her.  It was lovely that some of the RSDR dogs previously adopted were also there on the day. Patri-

cia who adopted Teddy was there with him and Amber who she is now fostering. Kim and her family were there with 

Mila (Fluffy pup) and Gable who they have adopted and Jutta was there with Marek, now Logan who has gown into 

quite a large boy.  
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Fundraising Events—Sponsor Events 

 

If you would like to fundraise for 
RSDR, and create your own fund-
raising event, please fill out the  
application form on our website  
 
We will then send you a RSDR 
Fundraising Kit and Authorisation 
Letter from RSDR for your event.   
 
We will also set up your own 
fundraising page, so you can get 
people to sponsor you direct.   

 

There are so many ways you can raise money.  We have 
thought of a few on our website, but we are sure you 
can come up with some more fun and exciting ones!  
 
Please fill out the form at: 
http://www.streetdogrescue.com/fundraiseforus.htm 
  

http://www.streetdogrescue.com/fundraiseforus.htm
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Fundraising Events—Stalls 

ATAAC , Australia 

Stall at School Fete with Justine & Ann, UK 

Stall at Snodland Dog Show, UK with Derri Dunn 

Cake Sale  - Sarah & Ailish, UK 

Stall by Joelle Bowi , Netherlands 

Sue, Tom, Joe at Friends of Kirk, Hallam Lake, UK  
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Fundraising / Events—RSDR Quiz night 

170 pounds was raised at the RSDR quiz 

night in Norfolk on 8th october. Many 

thanks to Mandy and Gina who organised 

the quiz and to Julie, Derri and Theresa 

from the UK Team who all were there on 

the night to help and to Michael Huggins 

from Kraft Foods who donated a fantastic 

Cadbury’s hamper to help raise funds. 

Sue, Tom, Joe at Friends of Kirk, Hallam Lake, UK  



 

54 

Fundraising Events 

Thank you to a lovely group of people whom applied to the Nuneaton Council to 

do a street collection for RSDR in early 2011. 

Greyhounds Norman, Gabriel, Ramona and Floyd helped collect monies with the 

lovely Lynn Hopkins, Jo kemp, Sue Cotton, Fay McCallumand and Eluned Ed-

wards. 

The group raised 130 pounds for RSDR. 

Thank you very much to them all we appreciate it very much. 

Gary J Armstrong local singer/writer in the UK and 

RSDR supporter, decided to help RSDR by  

donating some of the proceeds from his Christmas 

single “Dance down the local” in December.   We 

can’t thank Gary enough for his kind donation.  

Garys song is available on Itunes for download. 

 

Gary J Armstrong website:   

http://garyjarmstrong.com/blog/  

http://garyjarmstrong.com/blog/
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Donations of Food / Parcels 

Donation of food by a charity in the UK 

Before each adoption trip, our Pet Transport company will travel 

to 2 collection points—1 in the UK, and 1 in the Netherlands or 

Belgium to collect parcels of donated goods from our supporters 

all around the world. 

 

Some of these items that are sent are important to the survival of 

our dogs, as well as items that are hard to source in Bulgaria.  

Gifts are also given to the dogs, that we normally wouldn’t be 

able to afford.   

Thank you to all those that donated items and parcels this year. 

 

For those wishing to send us a parcel please send an email to 

streetdogrescue@gmail.com for addresses to our collection 

points. 
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A Grant by SNIP International was awarded of £150 towards a set of  
interstacking cages and a pair of Bite proof gloves.   
This set of cages as been vital with many rescues and capturing of 
smaller pups from the forest. 

Grants to RSDR—SNIP International 
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Grants to RSDR—Marchig Trust 

A Grant by Marchig Trust of € 1,500 was awarded to RSDR in assistance with construction of outdoor and indoor dog 
pens, and fencing.  RSDR have put the money to good use, and have used the majority of the money to purchase  
supplies for building the outdoor exercise pens for the dogs.   Four (4) outside exercise yards were built and are all the 
same size, with a walkway to the front of the shelter.   

First Exercise Pen being built 

4 Pens finished in time for Winter 
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Jeffrey 

RSDR were asked to take a mother and pups from a factory.  We had no spare 

pens so intended to just feed and check on them but the mother and pups were 

so critical so we brought them back to the shelter. 

 

The mother had a broken back leg that she was unable to use and had been shot 

at and all the pups were very thin, weak and anaemic due to parasites. 

 

The pups were born around the 26th August 2011, and we brought them to the 

shelter on the 30 September 2011. 

 

It was thought that Jeffrey had a spinal or head injury as he was unable to lift 

his head at all.  For the first week we had to support his head and help him to 

eat and drink and he went from strength to strength. 

 

Jeffrey grew into a beautiful and loving little boy. 
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 Financial Statement for 2011  

Currency in     

Levs    

    

 Expenses Income Balance 

Opening 

Balance   12457.30 

    

January 6421.85 7585.04 13620.49 

February 8944.65 10195.92 14871.76 

March 15769.20 7515.61 6618.17 

April 10778.45 5936.72 1776.44 

May 8652.08 8328.68 1453.04 

June 6721.66 10276.49 5007.87 

July 15614.02 19170.65 8564.50 

August 8373.30 13753.01 13944.21 

September 14281.19 10000.82 9663.84 

October 7229.55 21263.85 23698.14 

November 7556.11 14329.22 30471.25 

December 11109.61 13111.66 32473.30 

    

      

 Total Expenses Total Income  

      

TOTALS 121451.67 141467.67  

    

Closing 

Balance  Levs Currency 32473.30 

2011 Financial Report 
1 January 2011 to 31 December 2011 
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This annual report is available on our website at: 

www.streetdogrescue.com 

 
The Annual reports available on our website, are prepared in English and are to help show our 

supporters what  funds donated go towards.  Please note:  The accounts in English are not our of-

ficial accounts and are based on currency conversion at the time of doing the annual report.  All 

official accounts are in Bulgarian, in the currency of Bulgarian Leva and approved and certified 

by the accountant in Bulgaria.  

 

 

2011 © Rudozem Street Dog Rescue 

 

RSDR is a registered Foundation in Bulgaria 

Foundation No. 175647065  
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